PART   II
THE CRITICAL SITUATION IN GENERAL

CHAPTER  I

A CRITICISM IN THE "TIMES LITERARY
SUPPLEMENT"

selection of the HENRY vi trilogy for critical
A treatment has proved useful in impelling the
traditionist school, as represented by some of its
champions, to positions which reveal at once its in-
stability and its consequent impulse to evasive
tactics. Perhaps " evasive " is an under-statement,
The review of Division I of Part IV of THE SHAKE-
SPEARE CANON in the Times Literary Supplement,1
evidently the work of a diligent denizen of the
traditionist camp, improves on evasion to the extent
of advancing both explicit and implicit misstate-
ments of the facts. I do not like to use stronger
terms, for any long experience of controversy reveals
that the less alert combatants, being incapable of
realising aright the issues in debate, are in conse-
quence quite honestly incapable of writing truthfully
about an antagonist's position,
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